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Resendiz Brothers
Protea Growers LLC

www.resendizbrothers.com

5467 Rainbow Creek Road
Fallbrook, CA 92028
760-731-3305



Resendiz Brothers Protea Growers LLC was
established in 1999 and is now one of California's
largest wholesale suppliers of South African and
Australian floral products and plants. Over 200
varieties of these unique native plants are grown,
harvested and shipped throughout the United
States and Canada. Known for their exceptional
value and long vase life, our products create a
dramatic impact when placed in arrangements,
bouquets or displays.
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Mel Resendiz and the

By Jotn 8. Nisock

Growing up in La Florida, a
town of 2,700 in the Sierra
Madre range in Querelaro state,
Mexico, Ismael Resendiz was
the middle child in a brood of
13 in a struggling farm family.
In Rainbow, CA, 1oday he is the
owner of 2 125-acre flower farm
(he also owns 1,000 acres in
Baja Mexico) that employs 20
and sells 200 varieties of flow-
ers with more than $300,000 in
annual sales.

His journey (o success is a
story that encompasses the
American dream: Even though
you start with nothing, if you
wark hard and play by the rules,
you can be successful.

T 1960, M R
ledt home at the age of 11 as
iraveied io Sinaica, a nerii-
‘westemn Mexican state, where he
‘out sugar cane and picked cot-
ton. He also leamed a lot about
hard work, being quick and de-
pendable and getting ahead
Soon he graduated from cutting
and picking 1o supervising the

e 0 P
Ismael (Mell Resendiz holds &
bundle of seven protea.

wErtical farming.

P S e e R o o ]
The hills come alive with color in Rainbow, CA, as waxflower,
riceflower, Grevillea Ivanhoe, leucadend:

ing to Resendiz Bros. Protes Growers, require the practice of

work crew.

Afier five years in Sinaloa, at
age 18 and with $70 in his
pocket, he decided oty
luck in the United States. He
persuaded an older brather 1o
make the trip with him. “1 sur-
vived on sweet rolls and soda
pop, beans and tonillas,” he
said. He finally got a job work-
ing for Howard Asper Sr., farm
manager for Zomo Protea
Farms, who in the early 1960s
developed the first commercial
protea nursery in California just
north of Escondido.

Meanwhie, Peter Sacks, an
owner of Zomo Farms, intro-
duced Mr. Resendiz to protea.
[Dr. Sacks was a native of South
Africa, where protea are com-
and wantedd b grow them

magine them
being used in Tower arrange-
ments,” Mr. Resendiz said. “I
thought they must be used 1o
make fancy perfume.” Mr. Re-
sendiz began to leam English,
picking up words and phrases
from field workers and man-
agers. Mr. Asper helped, bring-
ing him kindergarten books
and w0 help him
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Jassica Resendiz, 8 years old, swims in a sea of pincushion protea bouguets at Resendiz Bros. Pro-
tea Growers in Rainbow, CA. She is the daughter of Raul Resendz, brother of owner Ismael Re-

sandir

soid to developers, and Zoro
moved to Rainbow Valley. But
within a year, it went belly-up.
Protea were not well-k at

s fieidis. One day in 2609, .

Resendiz realized he was the

grower, field worker, irmigator,
h and beokd

the time, and lots of unsold
flowers had to be dumped The
Resendiz family was on its own
again, but Mr. Resendiz decided
o stick with this often tem-

| flower. “My brath-

learn faster.

In 1988, a1 age 28, Mr. Re-
sendiz was promoted 1o farm
manager. By this tine. he had
his faiher, Antonio, and his
brothers Porfirio, Ramon and
Raul working ar Forro with
him. His mother, Vicioria, took
care of the children. In a part-
nership with Dr. Sacks. Mr. Re-
senais bought 10 acres of Land
on Rainbow Crest in 1995 and
Tilled it with prosea plams. The
et year, be planted himself in
the United States permanently,
becoming a naturalized ULS, cit-
izen.

In 1998, the Zorro land was

and ligustrum come

ers thought | was craey,” he
said. They were also a linle un-
certain about his unonhodos
honiculural technigues, which
included talking 1o the plants
“Giving them lots of tender,
berving care” is the way he put e

His reputation as a had-
working, dependable and hon-
est person helped Mr. Resendiz
finad an ivvestor o help expand

He suggesied to Diana Roy, a
small protea grower nearby,
that she come to work for him,
“In effect, | took over his office
while he 1ok over my ficlds,”
Ms. Roy said in a phone inter-
view. She is sales and market-
ing human resources and
financial manager for the farm,
which stanied in 2000 with of-
fices in a small wrables.

Mr. Resendiz also tumed 10
his brothers for help, Raul wok
over in Mexico;

packingshed were moved down
10 the village of Rainbow.

Resendiz Bros. holds awards
frem the Society of American
Flerists (Best of Class, 2007)
and a passel of blue and red rib-
bons and Best of Class awards
from 2006-08 from the Whaole-
sale Florist & Flogist Supply As-
sociation,

Raintow Valley is now home
10 Mr. Resendiz, his wife and six
children. In October, when the
protea is in bloom, the steep
valley hillsides come alive with
coborful flowers, some as hig as
12 inches across. Me. Resendiz
i the view. “I love

Porfirio, nursery and propaga-
tion operations; Ramon, har-
vesting. The office. nursery and

these flowers.” he said, “and 1
Tave growing them. 1t sure beats
picking coton.”

Diana Roy, pictured hare with soms of the Rssandiz Bros. staff in the firm's packing facility in Rain-
bow. CA, handios sales and markoTing, human resources and finandial




About Protea

The Proteaceae family of plants is comprised of over 1,400 species, of which the
Protea genus contains 150. The name Protea is derived from the Greek god,
Proteus, who was able to change into many different forms. These colorful flowers
range in size from two to twelve inches in diameter. They were discovered several
centuries ago in South Africa, where they still thrive. They are now being grown in
California, which has become a major producer. Today, California growers supply
the world with the most popular and beautiful blooms from the Protea, Banksia,
Leucospermum and Leucadendron genera.

California provides the full sun, well-drained slopes, air circulation, mild winters
and an acid soil in which most of these plants fare best. Protea bloom during
autumn, winter and spring, with several varieties such as the King and Banksia
blooming through summer.

Due to their sturdy structure, these flowers travel well. They are particularly long-
lasting in opulent floral displays. All the Protea, Leucadendron and Banksia genera
dry naturally and easily with no special handling. These permanent arrangements
will continue to give pleasure a long time to come.






Protea/Pincushion/Banksia
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Thank youl!



